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| | Almo Thore perſuadeſt Me to be a 
oy Chriſtian. 


fince the Chriſtian Religion was in the World, 

there have been many in every Age and Na- 
tion, who were almoſt perſuaded to be Chriſtians. But 
ſeeing it avails nothing before GOD, to go o thus 
Far, it highly imports us to conſider, 


| ND many there are who go hu far: Ever 


Fir, What is implied in being amet, 
Secandly, What, in being altogether a Chriſtiau. 


I.) 1. Now, in the being almoſt a Chriſtian is im- 
plied, firſt, Heathen Honeſty. No one, I ſuppoſe, 
will make any Queſtion of this; eſpecially fince by 
Heathen Honeſty here, I mean, not that which is re- 
commended in the Writings of their Philoſophers only, 
but ſuch as the common Heathens expe ted of one a- 
nother, and many of them actually practiſed. By the 
Rules of this they were taught, that they ought not to 
be unjuſt; not to take away their Neighbour's Goody 
either by Robbery or Theft: Not to oppreſs the Poor, 
neither to uſe Extortion toward any: Not to cheat 
or over-reach either. the Poor or Rich, in whatſoever 
Commerce they had with them: To defraud no Man 
of his Right, and if it were poſſible, to owe no Man 
any thing. | 

2. Again, the common Heathens allowed, that ſome 
Regard was to be paid to Truth as well as to Juſtice. 
MI ind accordingly, they not only held him in Abomi- 
& nation, who was forſworn, who called God to witneſs 
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to a Lie; but him alſo, who was known to be a Slan. 
derer of his Neighbour, who falſely accuſed any Man. 
And indeed little better did they efteem wilful ] jars of 
any Sort, accounting them the Diſgrace of Human 
Kind, and the Peſts of Societies. 

3. Yet again there was a Sort of Love and Afi. 
ance which they expected one from another. They 
expected whatever Aſſiſtance any one could give ano- 
ther without Prejudice to himſelf. And this they ex- 
tended not only to thoſe little Offices of Humanity, 
which are perform'd without any Expence or Labour; 
but likewiſe to the Feeding the Hungry, if they had 
Food to ſpare, the Cloathing the Naked, with their 
own ſuperfluous Raiments ; and in general the giving 
to any that needed, ſuch Things as they needed not 
_ themſelves. Thus far (in the loweſt Account of it) 
Heathen Honeſty went, the firſt Thing implied in the 
being almoſt a Chriſtian. ne 

II.) 4. A ſecond Thing implied in the being aol. 
a Chriſtian, is the having the Form of Goodlineſs, of 
that Godlineſs which is preſcribed in the Goſpel of 
CHrIsT: The having the Outſide of a real Chriſtian. 
Accordingly, the Almoſi Chriſtian does nothing which 
the Goſpel forbids. He taketh not the Name of Go» 
in vain : He bleſſeth and curſeth not; he ſweareth not 
at all, but his Communication 1s, Yea, yea; Nay, nay. 
He profanes not the Day of the Loxo, nor ſuffers it to 
be profaned, even by the Stranger that is within his 
Gates. He not only avoids all actual Adultery, For- 
nication, and Uncleanneſs, but every Word or Look, 
that either directly or indirectly tends thereto: Nay, 
and all idle Words, abſtaining both from all Detracti- 
on, Back-Biting, Tale-bearing, Evil-{peaking, and from 
all fooliſþ Talking and Jeſting, Eurgamthiæ, a kind of 


Vertue in the Heathen Moraliſt's Account. Briefly, 


from all Converſation that is not good to the Uſe of Edi- 
Hing, and that conſequently grieves the Holy Spirit of 
Gop, whereby we are ſealed to the Day of Redcmption. 
5. He abſtains from Wine wherein is Exce/s, from 
Revelings and Gluttony. He avoids, as much as in 
him lies, all Strife and Contention, continually ended+ 


vouring to live peaceably with all Men. And if he. he 


ſuffer 
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fuffer Wrong, he avengeth not himſelf, neither returns 
Evil for Evil. He is no Railer, no Brawler, no Scof- 
fer, either at the Faults and Infirmities of his Neigh- 
bour. He does not willingly wrong, hurt, or grieve 
any Man; but in all Things acts and ſpeaks by that 
plain Rule, / hatſoemer thou wouldft not be Should do 
unto. Thee, that do not Thou to another. 

6. And in doing Good, he does not confine himſelf 


to cheap and eaſy Offices of Kindneſs, but labours and 
; ſuffers for the Profit of many, that by all Means he 


may help ſome. In ſpite of Toil or Pain, hatſocmer 


his Hand findeth to do, he doth it with all his Might: 


Whether it be for his Friends, or for his Enemies, for 
the Evil, or for the Good, For, being rot /lothful in 
this, or in any Buſineſs, as he hath Opportunity he doth 
Good, all manner of Good to all Men; and to their 
Souls as well as their Bodies. He reproves the Wick- 
ed, inſtructs the Ignorant, confirms theWavering, quick- 
ens the Good, and comforts the Afflicted. He labours 
to awaken thoſe that ſleep, to lead thoſe whom Gop 
hath already awakened, to the Fountain opened for 
Sin, and for Uncleanneſs, that they may waſh therein 
and be clean; and to ſtir up thoſe who are ſaved thro' 
Faith, to adorn the Goſpel of CHRIS in all Things. 
7. He that hath the Form of Godlineſs, uſes all the 
Means of Grace, yea all of them, and at all Opportu- 
nities. He conſtantly frequents the Houſe of Gop; 
and that not as the Manner of ſome is, who come in- 
to the Preſence of the moſt High, either loaded witk 
Gold and coftly Apparel, or in all the gaudy Vanity 
of Dreſs; and either by their unſeaſonable Civilities 
to each other, or the impertinent Gaicty of their Be- 
haviour, diſclaim all Pretenſions to the Form, as well 
as to the Power of Godlineis. Would to God there 
were none even among ourſelves who fall under the 
lame Condemnation : Who come into his Houſe, it 
may be, gazing about, or with all the Signs of the 
moſt liſtleis, careleſs Indifference, tho' ſometimes they 
may ſeem to uſe a Prayer to Gop for his Bleſſing on 
Mat. they are entering upon; who, during that awful 
Kxvice, ars either alleep, or reclined in the moſt con- 
venient Poſture for it; or, as tho' they ſuppoſed Goo 
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was aſleep, talking with one another, or looking round, 
as utterly void of Employment. Neither let theſe be 
accuſed of the Form of Godlineſs, No, he who has 
even this, behaves with Seriouſneſs and Attention, in 
every Part of that ſolemn Service. More eſpeciall) 
when he approaches the Table of the Lok, it is not 
with a light or careleſs Behaviour, but with an Air, 


- Geſture and Deportment which ſpeaks nothing elſe, but 
God be merciful to me a Sinner, | 


8, To this if we add, the conſtant Uſe of Family 
Prayer, by thoſe who are Maſters of Families, and the 


ſetting Times apart for private Addreſſes to Gov, with 
2 daily Seriouſneſs of Behaviour: He who uniformly 


practiſes this Outward Religion, has the Form of God- 

lineſs. There needs but one thing more in order to 

his being almoſt a Chriſtian, and that is, Sincerity. 
III.) 9. By Sincerity I mean, a real, inward Prin- 


ciple of Religion, from whence theſe outward Actions 


flow, and indeed, if we have not this, we have not 
Heathen Honeſty ; no, not ſo much of it as will an- 
ſwer the Demand of a Heathen, Epicurean Poet, Even 
this poor Wretch, in his ſober Intervals, is able to 
teſtify, e 


* Oderunt peccare boni, wirtutis amore; 
 Oderunt peccare mali, formidine pane. 


so that if a Man only abſtains from doing Evil, in or. 
der to avoid Puniſhment, 1 


Nen faſces in cruce cor vos. 


Saith the Pagan; there, 7. * haſt thy Reward. But 


even he will not allow ſuch a harmleſs Man as this, to 


be ſo much as a good Heathen, If then any Man, from 


the ſame Motive, viz. to avoid Puniſhment, to avoid 
the Loſs of his Friends, or his Gain, or his Reputa- 


——— 


* Good Men avoid Sin from the Love of Virtue; 
Wicked Men avoid Sin from the Fear of Puniſhment. 
| } Thou ſhalt not be hang'd. Ae prom 
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tion, ſhould not only abſtain from doing Evil, but alſo 


do ever ſo much Good, yea, and uſe all the Means of 
Grace; yet we could not with any Propriety ſay, this 
Man is even al/moft a Chriſtian. If he has no better 
Principle in his Heart, he is only a Hypocrite alto- 


gether. | 


10. Sincerity therefore is neceſſarily implied in the 
being almoſt a Chriſtian: A real Deſign to ſerve Gop, 
a hearty Deſire to do his Will: It is neceſſarily implied 
that a Man have a ſincere View of pleaſing Goo in all 


Things: In all his Converſation; in all his Actions; in 


all he does, or leaves undone. This Deſign, if any 
Man be almoſt a Chriſtian, runs thro' the whole Tenor 
of his Life. This is the moving Principle both in his 
doing Good, his abſtaining from Evil, and his uſing 


the Ordinances of Gop. 


11. But here it will probably be enquired, Is it poſ- 
ſible that any Man living, ſhould go ſo far as this, and 
nevertheleſs be. only a/mof a Chriſtian? What more 
than this can be implied in the being a Chri/tian alto- 
gether? I anſwer, firſt, 'That it 1s poſſible to go thus 
far, and yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian; 1 learn not on- 
ly from the Oracles of Gop, but alſo from the ſure 
Teſtimony of Experience. | 3 

12. Rrethren, great is my Boldne/s towards you in 


this Behalf. And forgive me this Wrong, if ] declare 


my own Folly upon the Houſe-top, for yours and the 
Goſpel's ſake. Suffer me then to ſpeak freely of my- 


ſelf, even as of another Man. I am content to be a- 


baſed, ſo ye may be exalted, and to be yet more vile, 
for the Glory of my Lond. 
13. I did go thus far for many Years, as many of 
this Place can teſtify.: Uſing Diligence to eſchew all 
Evil, and to have a Conſcience void of Offence : Re- 
deeming the Time, buying up every Opportunity of 
doing all Good to all Men; conſtantly and carefully 
uſing all the Public and all the Private Means of Grace 
endeayouring after a ſteady Seriouſneſs of Behaviour, 
at all Times and in all Places: And Gop is my Re- 
cord,.before. whom I ſtand, doing all this in Sincerity ; 
Bain a real Deſign to ſerve Gov, a hearty Deſire to 


ul in all Things, to pleaſe Him who had 


called 


. — , SISA oe. —— — — — — 
4 K * 
. 


called me to fght the good Fight, and to lay hold of 
eternal Life. Yet my own Conſcience beareth me 
Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that all this Time I was 
but almoſt a Chriſtian. 


IT. Ifit be enquired, what more than this is implied 


in the "_ altogether a Chriſtian? J anſwer, 

I.) 1. Firſt} the Love of Gop. For thus faith his 
Word, Thou ali love the LORD thy GOD, <vith «ll 
thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, and 2475 all thy Mind, 
and with all thy Strength: Such a Love of God is 
this, as engroſſes the whole Heart, as takes up all the 
Affections, as fills the entire Capacity of the Soul, and 
employs the utmoſt Extent of all its Faculties. He 
that thus loves the Lorp his Gop, his Spirit continn- 
ally ryoiceth in GOD his Saviour. His Delight 1 15 777 
the LORD, his Lord and his All, to whom 7» very 
Thing he giveth Thanks. All his Difire is unto GOD, 
and to the Remembrance of his Nceme, His Heart is ever 
crying out, Whom hade lin Heaven but Thee, ard there 
is nene upon Earth that I defire beſide Thee. Indeed, 
what can he deſire beſide Gor ? Not the World, nor 
the Things of the World. For he 1s crucified to the 
World, and the World crucified to him, He is cruciſted 
to the Deſire of the Fleſh, "the Deſire of the E ye, and 
the Pride of Life. Yea, he 1s dead to Pride of every 
Kind: For Love is not fuffed up; but he that dwelling 
in Love dawell:th in GOD, and GOD in him, is leis 
than nothing in his own Eyes. 

II.) 2. The Second Thing implied in the being -/- 
together a Chrifiian is, The Love of our Nei ghbour. 
For thus ſaid our Los p in the following W ords, Thu 
falt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. If any Man atk 
who is my Neighbour, we reply, Every Man in the 
World; every Child of his, who is the Father of the 
Spirits of all Fleſh. Nor may we in any wile except 
our Enemies, or the Enemics of Gop and their own 
Souls. But every Chriſtian loveth theſe alſo as himſelf; 
yea, as Chrift loved us. He that would more fully un- 
derſtand what manner of Love this is, may conſider 
St. Paul's Deſcription of it. It is long ſuffering and 
| kind. It envicth not. It is not 2 and hafty in gudg- 
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ing. I is not puffed up, but maketh him that Ioves, the 
leaſt, the Servant of all. Love doth not behave itſelf” 
unſcemly, but becometh all Things to all Men, She ſeck- © 
eth not her own, but only the Good of others, that 
they may be ſaved. Love 7s not provoked. It caſteth 
out Wrath, which he who hath, 1s not made perfect in 
Lowe. It thinketh no Evil. It rejoiceth not in Iniguity, 
but rejoiceth in the Truth. It covereth all Things, be- 
lieveth all Things, hopeth all Things, endureth all 1 hings. 


3 III.) 3. There is yet one Thing more that may be 
WM ſeparately conſider'd, tho' it cannot actually be ſeparate 
from the preceeding, which is implied in the being 4/- 
WW together a Chriſtian: And that is the Ground of All, 
even FaiTy. Very excellent Things are ipoken of this 
throughout the Oracles of Goo. Every one, ſaith the 
beloved Diſciple, that behieweth, is born of GOD. To 
as many as received him, gave he Power to become the 
Sons of G O D, even to them that believe on his Name. 
And, this is the Victory that owvercometh the World, even 
our Faith, Vea, our Load himſelf declares, He that 
believeth in the Son hath everlaſting Lifez and cometh 
not into Condemnation, but is pafjed from Death unto Life. 
4. But here let no Man deceive his own Soul, * It. 
is diligently to be noted, the Faith which bringeth not 
forth Repentance and Love, and all good Works, is. 
not that right living Faith which is here ſpoken of, but 
a dead and deviliſh one. For even the Devils believe, 
That CyR1sT was born of a Virgin, that ke wrought all 
Kind of Miracles, declaring himſelf very Gop : That 


. for our Sakes he ſuffered a moſt painful Death, to re- 
0 deem us from Death everlaſting : That he role again 
ik the third Day ; that he aſcended into Heaven, and fit- 


teth ar the Right Hand of the Father, and at the End. 
of the World ſhall come again to judge both the Quick. 
and the Dead. Theſe Articles of our Faith the De- 
Vils believe, and ſo they believe all that is written in, 
the Old and New Teſtament, And yet for all this 

Faith, they be but Devils. They remain ſtill in their 
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1 Eſtate, lacking the very true Chriſtian 
aith.“ 

5. The right and true Chriſtian Faith, is, (to go on 
in the Words of our own Church) not only to believe 
that holy Scripture, and the Articles of our Faith are 
true, but alſo to have a ſure Truſt and Confidence, to 
be faved from everlaſting Damnation by CHRIST. It is 2 
{ure Truſt and Confidence which Man hath with Gop, 
that by the Merits of CuR1sT his Sins are forgiven, and 
he reconciled to the Favour of Gop,—whereof doth 
follow a loving Heart, to obey his Commandments.” 
6. Now, whoſoever has this Faith, which Pe 
the Heart, by the Power of Gop, who dwelleth the: 
in, from Pride, Anger, Deſire, from all Unrighter:/ 


ne, from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, which fils 


it with Love ſtronger than Death, both to Goo, and 
to all Mankind. Love that doth the Works of Gov, 
glorying to ſpend and to be ſpent for all Men, and that 
endureth with Joy, not only the Reproach of CHRIS, 
the being mocked, deſpiſed and hated of all Men, bu: 
whatſoever the Wiſdom of Gop permits the Malice of 
ten or Devils to inflict; whoſoever has this F 
thus working by Lowe, is not almoſ only, but altiocihy 
a Chriſtian. | 28 55 
7. But who are the living Witneſſes of theſe Things? 
I beſeech you, Brethren, as in the Preſence of that Cos, 
before whom Hell and Deſtruction are without a Conor 
ing: How much more the Hearts of the Children of IU 
That each of you would aſk his own Heart, Am of 
that Number? Do I fo far practiſe Juſtice, Mercy and 
Truth, as even the Rules of Heathen Honeſty require: 
If fo, have I the very Outſide of a Chriſtian? The 
Form cf Godlineſs ? Do I abſtain from Evil, from what- 
ſoever is forbidden in the written Word of Gop? Dol 
whatever Good my Hand findeth to do, do it with my 
Might? Do I ſeriouſly uſe all the Ordinances of G00 
at all Opportunities? And is all this done, with a {in- 
cere Deſign and Deſire to pleaſe God in all Things? 
8. Are not many of you conſcious, that you never 


came thus far? That you have not been even 4% f 

Chriſtian? That you have not come up to the Standard 
of Heathen Honeſty ? At leaft, not to the Form of 

Wes Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Godlineſs? Much leſs hath God ſeen Since- 
rity in you, a real Deſignof pleaſing him in all Things. 
You never ſo much as intended, to devote all your 
Words and Works, your Buſineſs, Studies, Diverſi- 
ons, to his Glory. You never even deſigned or deſired, 
that whatſoever you did, ſhould be done in the Name of 
the LokD JEs us, and, as ſuch, ſhould be a ſp:rizual Sa- 
crifice, acceptable to Gop through CHRIST. 

9. But ſuppoſing you had, Do good Deſigns and good 
Defires make a Chriſtian? By no Means, unleſs they 
are brought to good Effect. Hell is paved, ſaith one, 
with good Intentions.” The great Queſtion of all 
then ſtill remains. Is the Love of Gov ſhed abroad in 
your Heart? Can you cry out, „ My Gop and my 
All?” Do you defire nothing but him? Are you 
happy in Gop ? Is he your Glory, your Delight, your 
Crown of Rejoicing? And is this Commandment writ- 
ten in your Heart, that he who loveth Gop loves his 
Brother alſo? Do you then love your Neighbour as 
yourſelf ? Do you love every Man, even your Enemies, 
| even the Enemies of Gop, as your own Soul? As 
! CarisT loved you? Yea, doſt thou believe that CHRIST 
loved thee, and gave himſelf for thee? Haſt thou Faith 
in his Blood ? Believeſt thou the Lamb of Gop hath 
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taken away thy Sins, and caſt them as a Stone into the 

; Depth of the Sea? That he hath blotted out the 

8 Hand-writing that was againft hee, taking it out of the 

2 Way, nailing it to his Croſs? Haſt :hou indeed Re- 
of demption through his Blood, even the Remiſſion of 75 
9 Sins? and doth his Spirit bear witneſs with / Spirit, 
: that thou art a Child of Goo? 

1e 10. The Gop and Father of our Logp Jesus 
£ CarisT, who now ſtandeth in the Midſt of us, knoweth 
1 that if any Man die without this Faith and this Love, 
ny good it were for him that he had never been born. Awake, 
= then, thou that ſleepeſt, and call upon thy Gov : Call 
n in the Day when he may be found. Let him not reſt, 
| till he make his Goodneſs to paſs before thee, till he pro- 
7 claim unto thee the Name of the Loxp, The Lox, the 


12 Lord: God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering and a- | 
bundant in Goodneſs and Truth ; keeping Mercy for Thou- 

of Jandi, forgiving Iniguity and Tranſgreſſion and Sin, Let 

aan! no 
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no Man perſuade thee by vain Words, to reſt ſhort of the 
Prize of thy high Calling. But ery unto him Day and 
Night, who, avhz/e awe were without Strength died for 
the Ungodly, until thou knoweſt in whom thou haſt be. 
lieved, and can't ſay, My Lorp and my Gop“ 
Remember a/ways to pray and not to faint, till thou al- 
ſo can't lift up thy Hand unto Heaven, and declare to 
him that liveth for ever and ever, Loxp, thou know 
eft all Things, Thou kfioyeft that I love Thee.“ 
11. May we all thus Kperience what it is, to be 

not almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian ! Being juſti- 
fed freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that 
is in JEsvs: Knowing we have Peace with Gov throug 
Jesus CHRIST: Rejoicing in Hope of the Glory of 
Gov, and having the Love of Gop ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us! 
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